
Welcome to senior-spectrum.com - For The Best Years Of Your Life!

http://senior-spectrum.com/[2/21/2013 9:02:50 AM]

Last updated Feb.19, 2013

Click Here 
to Download

Spectrum's 2012
Golden Pages

Getting Social
Security Help May
Boost Your Benefits

Reports: Elder
Abuse Is Increasing
Problem

Ken's Corner:
Telemarketers
Haven’t Gotten the
Message

This Week's
Columnists

SENIOR LINKS

—Courtesy photo

Center for Sacramento
History Preparing for 60th

Anniversary
By Jennifer K. Morita

The outside of the nondescript, downtown office
building doesn’t hint at the treasures within, but
serves as a gateway to one of California’s richest
archives.

The Center for Sacramento History on Sequoia
Pacific Boulevard houses the archival records for both the city and
county with a collection that includes everything from the Sacramento
City Council’s very first meeting in 1849 to a coffee table that once
belonged to Tower Records founder Rick Solomon.

“We have the records of private individuals, business and organizations
as well as families that have existed, or still exist, here in the
Sacramento region,” Deputy City Historian Dylan McDonald said. “We
preserve those records and make them available so that all different
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types of researchers can come to the center and explore and engage
with that information.”

In addition to preparing for next month’s History Day scholastic
competition, this year will mark the center’s 60th anniversary and its
staff and volunteers are already busy planning special events and
putting together a book chronicling its history.

The Center for Sacramento History got its start in December 1953
when the City Council created the Sacramento Historical Landmarks
Commission, McDonald said.

“A number of historic-minded people, including professors at Sac State,
realized that Sacramento had a huge and rich history, and so much
was changing at the time especially with the freeways that were being
put through,” he said.

Old buildings, including Victorian homes, were being torn down to make
way for Interstate 5, so city leaders decided to identify and preserve
historic landmarks. The effort eventually led to a joint city and county
museum in Old Sacramento.

Today, the center is funded by both the city and county and serves as
both jurisdictions’ official repository for archival records as well as
privately donated collections.

-----Story continues after advertisement -----
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The center’s collections are stored in a 20,000 square-foot, climate-
controlled facility at its headquarters as well as a 15,000 square-foot
warehouse at the old McClellan Air Force Base. 

Members of the public can access the archives by making an
appointment to view items in the center’s reading room at 551 Sequoia
Pacific Blvd.

Archivists are also available to help people figure out what documents
or items they need to see.

“People request materials and we go and bring them back to the
facility,” McDonald said. “There’s a whole set of rules people have to
abide by.”

Besides wearing special gloves when handling items and and requiring
proper identification, security is tight at the center.

“We are caring for unique, one-of-a-kind items that don’t exist
anywhere else,” McDonald said. “If they disappeared, it would be a
great loss.”

While records from a 1970s city council meeting may not be as
valuable as the 1849 first book of minutes, McDonald said they have
their own significance.
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“They record what our government was doing here in Sacramento at
that time, and the decisions that were made still impact us today,” he
said. “Those records have to be kept and preserved because in a
democracy we demand to know what decisions are being made in our
name. That’s our right.”

Last year, more than 1,300 people visited the center looking for
information, according to McDonald. The center received another 5,100
phone calls, emails, letters and web searches, as well as 58 donated
collections.

In addition to volumes of documents and photos, The Center for
Sacramento History holds in trust 30,000 three-dimensional museum
artifacts which include household items, textiles, machinery and even
carriages which once belonged to some of the city’s first families.

With only a small, full-time staff, the center relies on its 40 volunteers
who contributed more than 4,000 hours last year from processing new
collections to building shelves and crates.

Sacramento resident Anne Slakey decided to volunteer at the center
when she found herself in between jobs.

“When I graduated from college, I spent some time working in libraries
and archives and I really loved and enjoyed it, and I wanted to get
back to that world,” Slakey said. “I just enjoy the feeling of having
direct contact with history.

“The artifacts and papers really speak to you and you see the object as
it was made at that time. I just find that kind of contact incredible.”

Slakey looked at various archives and settled on the Center for
Sacramento History because of variety in its collection, from the
records of an old golf club to hats.

“They have a fabulous collection of hats,” Slakey said.

Center officials put Slakey’s expertise as an Episcopal priest by having
her process the research papers of a Catholic priest.

“I bring some knowledge of what church records look like, so I was
able to bring something to the collection,” she said. “I was very
impressed with the way they matched my interest and expertise. I
really appreciated that.

“I’m having so much fun.”

Volunteers and staff are hard at work assembling a book
commemorating the center’s 60th anniversary. McDonald said they
want to select 60 items from the center’s collection to showcase in the
publication.

“When you have millions of photos and documents, as well as
thousands of artifacts, and you’re trying to identify 60, it’s a
challenging task,” he said.

The center also participates in various public outreach programs from
the Archives Crawl in October to History Day, a scholastic competition
for students in grades 6-12 that will be held March 9 at Inderkum High
School.
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This year 361 students from throughout the region will be competing
and the center is currently looking for members of the community to
help judge 184 projects that include posters, essays, skits and even
web sites.

Judges do not have to be historians, and the center will provide
training for volunteers.

“We have a lot of people who participate year after year because it’s
such an enjoyable experience interacting with bright, articulate
students,” McDonald said.

For more information about History Day go to www.sachistoryday.org
or call the Center for Sacramento History at (916) 808-7072.

Jennifer Morita is a freelance journalist in Sacramento.
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