
 

 

“You must understand that if it all ended tomorrow, the job I would most plug for would be to work in a record 
shop—work at Tower Records or open my own shop.” – Elton John, Playboy, January 1976 

 
TOWER RECORDS PROJECT REVEALED 

 
Tower Records Founder Russ Solomon and Sacramento Mayor Kevin Johnson  

Among Special Guests Scheduled to Attend Campaign  
Kick-Off Event Thursday, June 21, 2012 in Sacramento 

 
Sacramento, CA – June 5, 2012 -- “No music, no life.” With that statement, Tower Records declared itself more than just a 
music store. From its founding in 1960 until its closure in 2006, Tower was a gathering place, a library, a barometer of 
cultural trends and one-time icon of the U.S. retail market. 
 
Ultimately, the Tower Records business model—large stores with deep music catalogs—couldn’t compete in the age of 
digital downloads and discount retailers. An effort to preserve the spirit and history of this pioneering music store is 
currently underway in Sacramento, California, the birthplace of Tower Records. 
 
In 2009, founder Russ Solomon donated over 200 boxes of Tower-related history—artwork, photographs, memorabilia, 
awards, business records and correspondence, office furnishings and even the neon signs from the first stand-alone 
store—to the Center for Sacramento History.  The Tower Records Project, a campaign to fund the preservation of the 
gift and make it publically available, will kick off June 18, 2012.  
 
The campaign’s immediate goal is to raise a minimum of $300,000 by the end of September 2012.  Serving as campaign 
co-chairs are Sacramento History Foundation board members Michael Dunlavey and Estelle Saltzman.   
 
In addition to Facebook and Twitter, the official Tower Records Project website – www.TowerRecordsProject.org -- will 
launch during the week of June 18th with a kick-off event to take place in Sacramento on Thursday, June 21, 2012 at 
10:30 a.m.  Tower Records founder Russ Solomon and Sacramento Mayor Kevin Johnson are among the special guests 
scheduled to attend the event which will take place in the Dimple Records parking lot located at 16th & Broadway, across 
the street from where it all began.  
 
 “In the coming months, we’ll be asking for more than financial support. We’ll want to get everyone’s Tower experiences, 
photographs and mementos to round out the story of Tower Records,” said Greig Best, Executive Director, Sacramento 
History Foundation, the fundraising arm of the Center for Sacramento History.  Sacramento City Historian, Marcia 
Eymann said, “Whether you worked or shopped there, we want to hear from you. Everyone’s invaluable contributions will 



 

 

help paint a complete picture of Tower as it was: a cultural epicenter, an extended family, a way of life and a scene unto 
itself.  It was more than music.” 
 
On the Center for Sacramento History 
 
Founded in 1953, the Center for Sacramento History is the historical research and education center for the Sacramento 
region. The Center’s collections are held in the public trust and reflect the many aspects of the social, economic, political, 
geographic and cultural history of the region. 
 
The Center is the official repository for the archival records of local government; the long-term care of these public 
documents is often required by state and federal law. They also maintain privately donated manuscripts and personal 
papers from individuals, businesses and organizations in the community. The Center’s museum collections are artifacts, 
or three-dimensional objects, which also document the lives and activities of the residents of the Sacramento region. 
 
Center staff members maintain the museum and archival collections, making the material available for study and use by 
the public. The staff also creates exhibitions and displays for the Sacramento History Museum and public areas of local 
government buildings. 
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