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Sacramento Bee Letter Books 
Series Descriptions 

 
General, 1884-1919 (96 vol.) 
Containing copies of the Sacramento Bee’s out-going correspondence, the General Books document 
the business activities of the newspaper.  Until the early 20th century, the General Books include 
subscription notification, advertising agreements, editorial correspondence to reporters, as well as 
letters regarding general business matters.  Much of the correspondence is routine, but many letters 
from the McClatchys (James, V.S. and C.K.) and various editors provide insight into the Bee’s 
particular editorial and management character.  After 1904, when V.S. McClatchy instituted a new 
system, subscription, advertising, and editorial matters are separated into their own books.  This 
separation is not always consistent, however, and letters concerning all of these departments can be 
found in the General books.  Except for a few missing volumes, the date span is complete.  All but 
one of the books have indexes of correspondents.   
 
McClatchys, 1895-1920 (37 vol.) 
Personal Books of McClatchy letters (V.S., C.K. and Carlos) highlight the activity and concerns of 
the three men.  Although labeled “Personal,” these volumes contain Sacramento Bee business 
correspondence as well as personal letters that do not relate to the paper. V.S. and C.K. McClatchy’s 
involvement in a number of different social and political groups is well documented.  Their opinions 
on what they considered important issues are highlighted in the Personal books as well as in books 
with assorted titles such as V.S.’s “Private Stunts” and C.K.’s “Segregation vs. Scatteration of the 
Social Evil.”  The assorted books include letters sent and received, notes, trial transcripts, memos, 
remembrances, and quotations.   
 
Of the three McClatchys, V.S.’s books are the most revealing and document his involvement in a 
variety of boards and committees.  Fewer in number, C.K McClatchy’s books do not document his 
activities with as much depth, and Carlos McClatchy’s provide very little insight into his character 
or activity.     
 
Editorial/Editors, 1908-1923 (21 vol.) 
The editorial books document the Bee’s approach to stories on contemporary issues of political, 
governmental, regional, and social importance.  Requests for information to flesh out stories under 
consideration are scattered throughout.  A significant number of letters are from C.K. to notable 
public figures such as Hiram W. Johnson; often including a request for the recipients ideas, the 
letters highlight C.K.’s thought processes and opinions on various matters.  
 
Correspondence from other members of the editorial staff are also present, but are not nearly as 
pithy.  Memos between editors provide insight into the daily management of the Bee.  Detailed 
memos list last minute changes made to the paper before publication.  In addition, the Editorial 
books contain routine rejection and acceptance notices sent to would be contributors.      
 
Books of the Managing Editors document their activities on behalf of the Bee.  They provide a great 
deal of information on the daily functioning of the newspaper and include a significant number of 
staff memos.  Primarily, the outgoing letters concern story content and special projects being carried 
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out by the Bee.  General correspondence relating to equipment, supplies, correspondents, 
photographs, unpaid accounts and the like are scattered throughout.  Correspondents credit slips are 
also present.   
 
City Editor books are not as detailed as those of the managing editors.  Correspondent credit slips, 
letters to correspondents, and notices to would be contributors make up the majority of the letters. 
 
Advertising, 1884-1919, 1928-1937 (23 vol.) 
Letters to advertising agencies which acted on behalf of the Sacramento Bee in the East are 
contained in the Advertising Agency books. Most of the letters acknowledge receipt of advertising 
requests, what company will be advertised, and the run, space, and cost of the ad.  Some letters, 
however, are not as routine and explain the Bee’s reasons for changing ads, not running them, or 
having reservations about particular contracts. 
   
Routine letters to local companies advertising in the Bee, form letters encouraging firms to 
advertize, contract statements, and acknowledgment of requests for classified adds are all found in 
the Advertising letter books.  Prices charged by the Bee for advertising and its contract stipulations 
are well documented.  Except for adds run through contract, the letters generally do not list what is 
being advertised.  
   
Inserts, 1907-1920 (26 vol.) 
Letters pressed into the Superior California books document the insert’s editorial relationship with 
its correspondents.  Because it was published to provide news on events throughout Northern 
California, writers for Superior California hailed from all over the state.  The majority of the 
correspondence deals with problems inherent in having a widely distributed work force.  In addition 
to letters concerning late stories, incomplete coverage, requests for stories, commendations for work 
well done, etc., the books contain copies of correspondent’s credit slips.  These slips show the name 
of the correspondent, the space allotted to his/her stories, and the amount due to them for their work. 
  
Books on Country Life (an insert concerned with agricultural affairs) document the advertising 
efforts of the department. 
 
Circulation, 1909, 1915-1919 (12 vol.) 
The Circulation Letter books contain form letters requesting payment for Bee subscriptions.  Lists of 
subscribers and their subscription time-frames are also included.  City books relate to subscribers 
within Sacramento; Country books relate to subscribers throughout the country, but generally these 
are people within California.  Interactions with distributors and agents are well documented in the 
Country books. Also, the books highlight problems with the physical delivery of the paper to 
subscribers outside of Sacramento.  
 
Subscription, 1900-1915 (11 Vol.) 
The majority of the subscription books contain copies of subscription acknowledgment cards.  The 
cards document the name of the subscriber and the run of their subscription.  A small number of 
books (3 vol.) concern distribution of the Bee throughout California.  They document the same 
interactions and problems as the Country Circulation books and probably simply represent an 
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administrative name change. 
 
Financial, 1907-1913, 1919-1920 (7 vol.) 
Nearly all of the financial books list money orders purchased by the Bee and do not detail the 
newspaper’s financial activity.  One volume titled “Financial,” however, contains monthly balance 
sheets and shows the financial status of the Bee for a two year period (1907-1909).   
 
Press Associations, 1910-1923 (5 vol.) 
The Bee’s participation in, and relationship with, three different associations is documented through 
letters and meeting minutes.  Most of letters were written by V.S. McClatchy. 
 
Assorted, 1901-1928 (7 vol.) 
Single books from six different departments in the Bee provide limited insight into the workings of 
those departments.  One volume concerns the establishment and financial maintenance of the 
Sacramento Country Club.  


