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Descriptive Summary 
 
Collection Name 
Sacramento Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce Collection 
Auburn Dam Series 
 
Collection Number 
2001/059 
 
Creator 
Sacramento Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce 
 
Extent 
2 cubic feet 
 
Repository 
Sacramento Archives and Museum Collection Center 
551 Sequoia Pacific 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
Phone: 916-264-7072 
 
Abstract 
The Auburn Dam Files are a series within the Sacramento Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce 
Collection.  The Auburn Dam series is divided into four subseries: Legislation and Lobbying 
Efforts, Meeting Files, Subject Files, and Reference Reports.  Within these subseries are the 
reports, correspondence, newspaper clippings, meeting agendas, notes, background analyses, 
informational pamphlets, and press releases that the Sacramento Metropolitan Chamber of 
Commerce collected during a major lobbying campaign to resume construction of the Auburn 
Dam on the North Fork of the American River near the city of Auburn.  The files include 
documents that date from 1986-1998 while the bulk of the documents in these files date from 
1995-1997 when the Chamber’s major lobbying activities occurred. These files not only 
document the Chamber of Commerce’s position on the controversial Auburn Dam issue they 
also document the history of the Auburn Dam itself and its impact on the Sacramento 
community. 
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Administrative Information 
 
Restrictions 
None. 
 
Copyright 
All responsibility for possible infringement of copyright laws is assumed by the patron. If the 
material from the collection will be used for publication and/or commercial purposes, the patron 
will be required to accept all copyright obligations through a signed statement. 
 
Preferred Citation 
[Identification of item, prepared according to standard citation style such as MLA, ALA, or 
Turabian]. [Call Number]. Sacramento Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce Collection, City of 
Sacramento, History and Science Division, Sacramento Archives and Museum Collection 
Center. 
 
Acquisition Information 
Acquired from the Sacramento Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce, Senior Vice President Jeff 
Crews, May 2001. 
 
Processing History 
Auburn Dam series processed by Sara Roberson, 2005. Finding aid prepared by Sara Roberson, 
2005. 
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Administrative History 
 
The Sacramento Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce (SMCC) is a regional organization of 
businesses from Sacramento, El Dorado, Placer, Yuba, Sutter, and Yolo Counties.  Since 1895, 
the goal of SMCC has been “to act as a catalyst in transforming the Sacramento region into an 
international center for commerce, learning, culture and recreation.”  The SMCC employs a 
variety of business techniques including marketing, networking, and education to achieve these 
goals. SMCC is proud of the fact that its location in the capital city of Sacramento allows for 
greater access to local, state, and federal politicians, and therefore SMCC is highly active in the 
development of policies that will benefit the Sacramento business community.   
(SMCC Website: http://www.metrochamber.org/resources/About.htm) 
 
Water is a primary concern to businesses and the economy of a region. In the Sacramento area 
water is used for agricultural, residential, and commercial purposes and the major rivers which 
flow through the heart of the community, the American and Sacramento Rivers, provide the area 
with this resource.  However, Sacramento has had a historical love/hate relationship with these 
massive and wild rivers that regularly flood and destroy homes, businesses, and infrastructure. 
Dam construction is one option humans employ to control rivers and in Sacramento this is a 
volatile issue. Since the majority of the metropolitan area lies directly in the flood plain of these 
two rivers a dam was authorized and began to be built at River Mile 20.1 on the North Fork of 
the American River near Auburn in 1967. However the construction was stopped in 1975 when 
an earthquake caused the Bureau of Reclamation to evaluate the dam’s quake-resistance. Since 
then there has been a debate in Sacramento about whether or not to begin construction again.  
Environmentalists are concerned with the preservation of the aesthetic beauty of the river canyon 
and the river’s ecology, which would certainly be altered if not destroyed by the construction of 
a dam.  But others, like the SMCC assert that those issues are not as important as the need to gain 
control of the river before another 10-year flood reeks havoc on Sacramento’s population and 
economy. 
 
In the winter of 1986, Sacramento suffered a major flood and once again raised the issue of 
proper flood control.  Congress directed the Army Corps of Engineers, the State of California 
Reclamation Board and the Sacramento Area Flood Control Agency to study the issue and 
propose a solution. Upon the completion of these reports, new legislation was introduced by 
Rocklin Republican Representative John Doolittle in 1992, 1996, and 1998 to authorize 
construction of the dam. Around 1995, SMCC began a massive lobbying campaign to generate 
local support that they could use to persuade Congress that Sacramento wanted the Auburn Dam 
built, and a federally funded project was the only possibility.  The Auburn Dam series of the 
SMCC collection contains the administrative and background files which include 
correspondence, memoranda, meeting minutes, fact sheets, newspaper clippings, and reports that 
SMCC collected and maintained during this lobbying campaign that spanned the 1990s. 
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Scope and Content 
 
The Auburn Dam series is one of many series within the Sacramento Metropolitan Chamber of 
Commerce Collection. The Auburn Dam series consists of two cubic feet of documents and one 
oversized file folder that contains three oversized newspaper articles.   The inclusive dates for 
this series are 1986-1998 while the bulk of the documents date from 1995-1997 when the 
Chamber’s major lobbying activities occurred.  The Auburn Dam series is divided into four 
subseries: Legislation and Lobbying Efforts, Meeting Files, Subject Files, and Reference 
Reports.  Within these subseries are the reports, correspondence, newspaper clippings, meeting 
agendas, notes, background analyses, informational pamphlets, and press releases that the 
Sacramento Chamber of Commerce collected during a major lobbying campaign to resume 
construction of the Auburn Dam on the American River near the city of Auburn.  These files not 
only document the Chamber of Commerce’s position on the controversial Auburn Dam issue 
they also document the history of the Auburn Dam itself and its impact on the Sacramento 
community. 
 
The first subseries, Legislation and Lobbying efforts refers to the Chamber’s major lobbying 
attempt in 1996 and 1997 to pass federal legislation to construct a dam on the American River to 
protect the economy of the Sacramento area which lies in the flood plain of the Sacramento and 
American Rivers. This subseries contains the primary administrative papers of the lobbying 
campaign including the Chamber’s correspondence to lobbyists, Congressmen, local politicians, 
local interested parties; background reports; newspaper clippings; lists of supporters and 
contributors who were invited to participate in the campaign efforts and meetings; itineraries of 
the Chamber’s Capital to Capital trip to Washington D. C. in 1996 to meet with members of 
Congress to convince them of Sacramento’s inevitable flood risk. The folders are listed in the 
finding aid and arranged alphabetically by folder title, while the items within the files are 
arranged chronologically. 
 
The second subseries, Meeting Files, contain documents which were arranged according to the 
meeting that resulted in their specific compilation.  While some of the activities of the meetings 
deal with the same lobby issues mentioned in the first subseries, these files were processed 
separately in order to retain their original filing structure.  The meeting files contain a variety of 
document types including meeting announcements, agendas, minutes, sign-in sheets, and notes; 
memorandums; correspondence; press kits; public opinion surveys and results; contact lists; 
newspaper clippings; and press releases. Some of the major meeting topics include the State 
Water Project Supplemental Water Purchase Program, Central Valley Project, flood protection, 
and Diesel Toxicity.  
 
The third subseries, Subject Files, contain documents which pertain to a subject of particular 
interest to the Chamber.  Such subjects include flood research on the El Nino phenomenon, 
research on the American Heritage Rivers Initiative, and information gathered from the Water 
Forum, a coalition of Sacramento interest groups that want to ensure Sacramento’s water supply 
for the future as well a preserve the aesthetic and resource values of the Lower American River.  
The Chamber collected several of the Water Forum publications which are included in these 
files.  The Subject Files include a variety of documents types including correspondence, 
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informational pamphlets, press releases, clippings, reports, and notes which are arranged 
chronologically by date and range from 1986-1997. 
 
The forth and final subseries, Reference Reports, contains 13 reports and publications on the 
subject of flooding and a variety of studies, plans, and recommendations for the construction of 
the Auburn Dam by various federal, state and local agencies. These reference reports are 
arranged alphabetically by title and a complete list of titles is included in the folder level 
description portion of this finding aid. 
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Sacramento Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce Collection 
Auburn Dam Series 

Collection Number 2001/059 
     

  
 
 
I.  Legislation and Lobbying Efforts, 1995-1997      7ff  
Box 1. 

Folder 1 Auburn Dam History, 1995-1997. Includes summaries of 
dam history, copy of proposed legislation, brief reports, and 
analyses. 

Folder 2 Campaign “Kick-off” Information, February 1996 
   Folder 3 Capital to Capital trip, 1996 

Folder 4 Correspondence, 1995-1999 
Folder 5 Newspaper Clippings and Press Releases, 1986-1997, 

(11’’x 17’’ Sac Bee articles 2/19/1986, 3/3/1986, 
10/1/1995 removed to Oversized Materials, MC15:03) 

   Folder 6 Support and Contributors, 1996 
Folder 7 Pump Stations, 1996 

 
 
II. Meeting Files, 1996-1998         8ff 
   Folder 8 Auburn Dam Summit, February 1996 

Folder 9 Diesel Toxicity Meeting, October 22, 1998 
   Folder 10 General Meetings, 1991-1996 

Folder 11 Water Resources and Flood Control Committee Meeting, 
     1996 
   Folder 12 Water Resources and Flood Control Committee Meeting,  
     April 1997 
   Folder 13 Water Resources and Flood Control Committee Meeting,  
     May 1997 
   Folder 14-15 Water Resources and Flood Control Committee Meeting,  
     July 1997 
 
 
III. Subject Files, 1986, 1997   4ff 
   Folder 16 American Heritage Rivers Initiative, 1997 
   Folder 17 Flood Research (El Nino), 1986,1997  
   Folder 18-19 Water Forum, 1996-1997    
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IV.  Reference Reports, 1987-1997        13ff 
Box 2. 

Folder 20 A Comprehensive Flood Control Solution for Sacramento, 
California, report with enclosures. 

Folder 21 American River Water Resources Investigation: Draft Fish 
     and Wildlife Coordination Act Report, prepared by the U.S. 
     Department of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service,  
     February 1996 
   Folder 22 Auburn Dam Report: Auburn Dam Alternative Study,  
     prepared by the U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of  
     Reclamation, July 1987. 

Folder 23 California Water Plan Update, vol. 1, prepared by the  
   California Department of Water Resources, October 1994 

   Folder 24 California Water Plan Update, vol. 2, prepared by the  
     California Department of Water Resources, October 1994 
   Folder 25 City of Sacramento’s Comprehensive Flood Management 
     Plan, October 31, 1995 

Folder 26 City of Sacramento’s Comprehensive Flood Management  
   Plan, February 1996 

Folder 27 Comstock’s The Business of California’s Capital Region,  
     vol 8, no 4; April 1996 

Folder 28 Draft Environmental Assessment and Initial Study of  
     Streambank Protection at River Park-Lower American  
     River, prepared by Jones and Stokes Associates, Inc.,  
     April 1996 

Folder 29  Final Report of the Governor’s Flood Emergency Action  
   Team, May 10, 1997    

   Folder 30 Final Report: Preliminary Concept Plan Restoration and  
     Management of the Auburn Dam Site, prepared for the U.S. 
     Bureau of Reclamation Mid-Pacific Region, April 1996 
   Folder 31 River of Fears: The Great California Flood of 1986. 
     Complied by Bob Teets and Shelby Young, 1986 
   Folder 32 Sacramento Flooding: A Region at Risk, Building a Flood  
     Prevention Dam at Auburn, statement of the Sacramento  
     Area Flood Control Agency on the American River   
     Watershed Project before the Subcommittee on Water  
     Resources and Environment Committee on Transportation  
     and Infrastructure, February 28, 1996 
   Folder 33 Summary Paper for American River Watershed Project and 
     American River Water Resources Investigation, prepared  
     March 1996 by the California Department of Water   
     Resources 
 
    
    

 


